DULER

andStorms

SANDSTORMS RAID A.D.I.H TROPHY IN AL AIN

Clinch tournament 2-0 to be crowned U18 Champions of Gulf
12 December, 2009

Al Ain, The 2009 ADIH (Abu Dhabi Ice Hockey) Tournament kicked of in Al Ain early on Saturday
morning. Although Al Ain isn t quite the capital of the UAE, it hosted the tournament due to the
unavailability of the ice in Abu Dhabi.

The Hilli Fun City Ice Rink was to witness a best of three series between the Sandstorms of
Dubai, and the Raiders from Qatar.

Game 1

QATAR RAIDERS 3
DUBAI SANDSTORMS 4

Al Ain, The opener saw the Sandstorms narrowly edging out the Raiders by a goal to take a one
- zero lead in the series. It was a physical match to say the least, but the Sandstorms just got
over the line against a strong Raiders lineup.

Diego Kleckner got the Sandstorms campaign underway when he received a centering pass from
Jason Eid, and fired his shot past the Raiders goaltender.

The boys from Doha leveled shortly
after Jarod Noseworthy beat
goaltender Mathew Jones from
close up, but the Triple D Line for
Dubai (David, Drew, Diego) got the
Sandstorms ahead again through
Drew Gibson.

David Dokakis produced a splendid
individual effort to give the
Sandstorms a two goal cushion. The
: Swede took the puck from one end
I the other, making the Qatar
! players look like bright orange
pylons, and finished expertly past
the Raiders goaltender Chaz
Armstrong.

Above Mathew Jones (center ) looks on as Alex Caneborg
(left) fights for the puck. Picture: Julie Oakley

The Sandstorms came close to tripling their lead, when Jason Eid got by the Raiders defense and
let rip an almighty slap shot which was awkwardly saved by the shoulder of the goalie.



With a two goal lead, the Sandstorms were gripped by complacency and started making mistakes
in their own zone. Tyler Noseworthy took advantage of that and drove home his second of the
game to bring the Raiders to within one.

Martin Kyseth soon tied the score, and suddenly the Sandstorms had their backs against the
walls.

After a tight few minutes, the Sandstorms finally got the go ahead goal when Drew Gibson slotted
in his second of the morning with a wicked wrist shot.

A nervy last few minutes saw no more goals, and the game ended with the Sandstorms prevailing
by one.

David Dokakis bagged the Most Valuable Player Award for his solid all-round display.

After two months of bitter house league rivalries, it was a refreshing change for the Sandstorms to
all play alongside each other. For a change, Jason Eid wasn’t checking Mohamed after the
whistle, nor was there any of David Dokais drilling rubber on Mathew Jones.

This time they were all working towards a common goal: Glory for Dubai!

Game 2

QATAR RAIDERS 1
DUBAI SANDSTORMS 7

Al Ain, As the rain started to pour outside the Hilli Fun City Ice Rink, goals started raining from
the Sandstorms sticks inside. A seven goal rout would have been hard to predict after a close first
game, but that’s exactly what the boys from Dubai did in game two to clinch the ADIH Trophy.

Mohamed Suleman, David Dokakis, Diego Kleckner, Drew Gibson (MVP), Ronan Twidle, Kirtsy
Evans and Christopher Orthmann all scored for the Sandstorms in the six goal victory.

The first goal of the game came from
Mohamed, who shelved his shot top
corner on the Raider’s goaltender
Chaz Armstrong, after Kirtsy Evans
had sent him on a breakaway.

The goal came in the opening five
minutes, and from then on it was one
way traffic.

Although Jarod Noseworthy scored a

late consolation goal for the depleted

Qatar Raiders, the Sandstorms

cantered to an easy victory to retain

their crown as the Gulf U18

Champions. Above : Kirsty Evans goes for goal after breaking free of
of the Raiders defense. Picture: Julie Oakley.



